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Quit nowAs you read this

The tobacco industry is destroying the people and places we love

And they spend billions to convince us it’s normal.1

The damage




















Featured campaigns
Big Tobacco’s Fantasyland
Big Tobacco’s trying to sell us a future without smoking. Their deception is dangerous – and deadly.


Learn more

Featured campaigns
The Little Big Lie
Cigarette butts are made of microplastics11 – tiny toxic fibers12 that pollute our environment and could harm us all.1314


Little Big Lie











“
I was 13 the first time I vaped ... a lot of people post on their Snapchat stories or on Instagram of them vaping.”
NAOMI — CONCORD, CA

















California flavored tobacco ban
Flavored tobacco is out. Saving lives is in.
A new law ends the sale of most flavored tobacco products, including vapes and menthol cigarettes, and helps protect all Californians from a lifetime of deadly addiction – especially our kids.


Understand the law

New Law for Tobacco Retailers
Selling flavored tobacco is now illegal.
A new California law prohibits retailers from selling most flavored tobacco products, including vapes and menthol cigarettes. Follow the law to avoid fines  –and save lives.


Follow the law

Flavored tobacco & your kids
How Big Tobacco created a youth vaping epidemic
Teens are 7x more likely than adults to vape,67 and 96% of them use flavors.8 California’s new flavored tobacco law protects kids from a lifetime of deadly addiction.


Learn how to protect kids

Menthol Cigarettes & Black Communities
We Are Not Profit
For too long Big Tobacco has been strategically killing Black communities with menthol cigarettes.910 California’s new flavored tobacco law focuses on tobacco retailers, not the people who use tobacco.


Get the details








Tobacco industry’s damage

Influence, manipulation & deceit
The tobacco industry currently spends billions each year on slick marketing tactics15 and political influence16 so they can profit off death and disease.
Learn more


Death & disease
Even for people who don’t use tobacco, there can be deadly consequences.17

Learn more


Addicting kids
The industry calls kids their “replacement customers.”18 Big Tobacco sentences them to a lifetime of addiction and disease.
Learn more


Racism & injustice
This racist and unjust industry has strategically targeted certain communities with deadly products and manipulative messaging.19
Learn more


Environmental destruction
No one’s safe from the environmental damage20 and health risks2122232425 from toxic tobacco waste and its plastic pollution.26
Learn more







Who we are



As a California Department of Public Health program, we’ve been taking on the tobacco industry since 1988. We work to undo the tobacco industry’s influence, protect the environment, and have saved the lives of more than 1 million Californians – and counting.


Our work


In the news






R.J. Reynolds Pivots to New Cigarette Pitches as Flavor Ban Takes Effect





Prop 31: When will flavor vapes be gone in California?





Voters approve California law banning flavored tobacco





How Big Tobacco used George Floyd and Eric Garner to stoke fear among Black smokers 





Cigarette butts are toxic plastic pollution. Should they be banned?





Times of San Diego: E-Cigarettes Alter Body’s Organs, UC San Diego Research Team Finds





Edge Media Network: Big Tobacco' Companies Leave Legacy of High LGBTQ Smoking Rates





In a First, California Plans to Clean Up Microplastics





Microplastics in the human body: What we know and don't know














Hold the industry accountable
California has already protected people from other harmful products,2728 and it’s time to hold the tobacco industry to the same standards.


Send a letter

Voicing your concerns to your local officials makes a difference.


Send a tweet

The tobacco industry’s environmental damage can harm everyone. From deforestation and toxic chemicals to pollution from smoke, microplastics in cigarette butts, and hazardous vape waste, Californians deserve a new normal. #littlebiglie #microplastics


More ways to tell the industry you’ve had enough
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As a California Department of Public Health program, we want to undo the damage – poison, pollution, and prejudice – done by the tobacco industry. Californians deserve clean air and water, healthy kids, and vibrant diverse communities. How to get there? By holding the tobacco industry to the same standards as everyone else.
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